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1.1 Problem Statement

Object detection is a technology in computer vision of detecting instances of semantic objects of a certain
class (such as humans, buildings, or cars) in digital images and videos. This paper studies transferability of
attacks on object detectors. Both black-box and white box attacks are studied under digital and physical
domain and the attack success is measured under various conditions. Goal of the attack is to create a patch
which when placed digitally or physically on the object in the image makes it invisible to the detector. Here
the patch is 1) universal (works for any image); 2) transferable across di↵erent models; 3) dataset agnostic;
4) robust to viewing conditions; 5) Work digitally and physically.

1.2 Threat Model

Digital attack is performed under both white-box setting where model parameters are used to learn the
patch and black-box setting where a surrogate model is used to learn the patch. There is presumption on
the architecture of the model. For example whether it is single step or two step detector.

1.3 Methodology

1.3.1 Background

How does object detector work ?
In Object detection there are two objectives. One is to locate the object in an image. This is done by
predicting a box around the object called a bounding box in the image. And other objective is identify the
object in the image.
Currently there are models which does this in two stages like Fast RCNN and there are other like YOLO
which does it in one stage.

1.3.2 Steps to create patch

As described in the goals, the aim is to create a universal patch which makes object (object here is only
applicable to people) in an image invisible to the detector. On each iteration draw random images from
images containing people and pass them through the object detector to get the bounding box. Then place
a random patch on each detected person. Apply augmentations such as brightness, contrast, rotation and
translation to the patch.
Improve the patch by updating it via minimizing the below objective.
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In equation 1, R✓ is a render function that applies the path P to the images I after performing the trans-
formations, post which objective score is found of these images which has positive value if object has been
detected in the image and negative if not. And the objective is to minimize the expectation of the loss
function Lobj over all the priors i.
In order to make the patch smooth such that all the pixels are used a small TV penalty is incorporated in
equation 2.

1.4 Results

1.4.1 Digital attacks

Patches in Fig 3 below were learned using the above method were learned on COCO dataset and patches
were applied to single step and two step object detectors and the results can be seen in Table 1 below.
We can notice that there is clear trend where patch reduces the average precision of object detectors regardless
of whether its single step or multiple step. The patch performs di↵erently across models. Ensemble patch
works the best.
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Transferability of attacks
In Fig 6 we can see that patches trained on COCO dataset are tested on Models trained on di↵erent dataset
and the patches do work.

1.4.2 Physical attacks

Here we can see that the patches work on physical domain as well. A person wearing a T-Shirt with the
patch on is invisible to the object detector in Fig 7. Fig 8 shows the histogram of performance of di↵erent
types of physical attack like wearing a T-Shirt or holding a poster with patch. And we see that the patch
does work with varying degree of success across models.
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1.5 Class discussion

What are the labels to the model ? Labels in object detection model is an array/ vector having locations
(x,y) of the bounding box and the corresponding label in that bounding box.
Does the patch work for di↵erent dataset ? Yes this has been demonstrated in the paper.
Does the patch work for di↵erent model ? It has been shown in the paper that the patches do transfer
across Models with di↵erent backbone.
What are the inputs to the Object detection Model? Images
Does the patch transfer well for other Models? The Patch works across di↵erent types of object
detectors like YOLO, faster RCNN etc.
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